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Question 5. 

Belfast City Council Corporate Management Team

	John Walsh
	Chief Executive

	John Tully
	Director of City and Organisational Strategy

	Sinead Grimes
	Director of Physical Programmes

	Lisa Caldwell
	Director of External Affairs, Marketing and Communications 

	Trevor Wallace
	Director of Finance

	Nora Largey
	City Solicitor and Director of Legal and Civic Services

	Christine Sheridan
	Director of Human Resources 



To be recruited – Strategic Director of Place & Economy, Strategic Director of City and Neighbourhoods, Director of Corporate Services.

Question 6.

The Council employs approximately 2150 staff. Many of these have professional qualifications although they may not be employed in a professional capacity as a solicitor, engineer, accountant etc. Some staff may be employed in a professional capacity (e.g., property maintenance staff) but may not provide professional advice to external organizations or members of the public.

Question 8.


SOCITM
GARTNER
Arboriculture Association
Law Society (NI)

Due to the diverse range of services provided to the public it is difficult to specify the full range of memberships of professional bodies. Some members of staff dealing with finance, asset management and legal matters would hold individual membership of professional bodies.


Question 9.a

District Council – Provision of statutory services and professional advice in relation to the following matters: legal services, information technology software design and support, audit and governance services, horticultural/tree management advice, food safety training, consumer advice centre (currently closed due to COVID19 pandemic) and project management advice to support the delivery of various building projects, where funding has been provided by BCC or e.g. government agencies.

A general overview of Belfast City Council’s responsibilities and services is given in the Councils website. The services which are provided by the Council are generally available to all citizens and visitors within the city boundary.

The Council works and operates within a regulatory framework and some of the services which are provided arise from the Council’s statutory responsibilities for enforcement of legislation. These statutory responsibilities would include matters such as building control, dog control, noise and pollution control, licensing of premises & food safety. 

Belfast City Council operates a Consumer Advice Centre to offer help on consumer related problems to both traders and consumers (currently closed). 

Other services such as leisure, community centres, parks & amenities are provided with the objective of improving the quality of life, now and for future generations.

The Council is permitted under legislation to provide specific services to other government agencies and bodies to assist them in areas where the Council has a special expertise or knowledge.
These services relate to matters such as legal advice, information technology software and services, and audit services. This list is not exhaustive and Council departments may provide advice and information on an ad hoc basis without any charge being made.

As government agencies tend to co-operate on matters of mutual interest there is often no formal agreement such as would be put in place in the commercial sector.  Services may be charged for on an hourly basis. Adjustments to service provision may be by verbal agreement.

Question 10.a

It is not anticipated that fees from the provision of professional advice will exceed £3.03M

Question 11.

A significant part of the income relating to professional services is generated by the Councils Information Technology Unit (Digital Services) which has developed bespoke software applications and provides IT support for these.
Please refer to Digital Services application form.

Question 13a

Legal Services at times use the services of external legal counsel who provide advice and who operate under Law Society NI terms and conditions.
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